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rang iy of the intesfor deston, which revonates from the
o llowes 1o the dust niffle, frocn the carper trim o the window valsnce.



The s le sxterar windew aray of the guesthouse (abows] comes

alive on the indbde {rop), whire the barseb-vaulted cefling helps lead
the eye to the wepansive visw.
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T speaks wolumes about the splendor of 3 home when the

people who helped create it struggle to find words to

describe it. That is certainky the casewith a hillside, thres-build i
gathering in the village of Jackson that offers panoramic wiews of
MountWashington and the Presidential Range.

*| know poetic is a grand word,” says architect Jahn AL Tankard Il of
John R. Tankard Il Architect in Waban, Massachusetts, “so perhaps a |
aporoach this home from the mesdow and see haw it sits on the hill
side without trying to dominate nature, | would describe it as serena”

Braathtaking is the only word to describe the wews fram the
property, which are precisely what the homeowner wanted to
savir when she first purchased the sloping twenty-acre parcel back
i 2003,

| grew up in the Mount Washingion Valley, and | absolutely
love the White Mountains,” she sayi °| wanted 1o be in a place
whene the mauntains were an important presence in my da ly i~

Ing. | wanted to creste a home where my family and awtended

Custom cabinets, sntigus copper peadant lighting

and & granite-tapged island are amosg the highlight
of tha guesthouse's Kitchen,




This paol pavilion |akoee) ie o hub of family sctlvity, Fram the posd kouse
deck, ane can alio enjoy & iweeping view iright] of the main house
fmriher up the slope.

family could corne together and fieel like they were getting away
from the meal wald 1o & place where they could enjoy a besutiful
environment and a beautiful view”

That view can ba savared fram all three buildings in the gathering
{*thes word ‘compound’ just sounds too military, Tankard says), which
includes a maln house, a guesthodse as wel s & pavilion that serwes
&4 the hub for the cutdoor tennis court and natural stone swimming
pool thar features a diving mock and a Taurteen-foot-diameter, stone
ot tulb,

ASSEMBLING THE TEAM

The thrae bulldings share a mountain Shingle-Style, sloned-raof loak,
but if there i unifarmity of design now, there was a great deal of im-
provising in the early going.

Immediately after she bought the land, | was hired 1o do the land-
use developmeant and site planning,” says landscape architect John
Wacker, of Jahn ‘Wacker and Associates, inc. in Morth Cormway, who
previously served as master landscape planner for the University
Systerm of Mew Hampshire. * Conceprually, in laying out the various
pieces, the main house wanted to be an the hqhe—s: phece whera i
best captures the view, 5o | laid out the locations far the three strec
tures and the grading—It's on & continuaus 15-degree slope. But in
thé early going, the homeowner decided to change anchitects.

“When you see the property, you war't wonder why she was sa-
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Aiborve: Tha kitcheen area of the main hoause irclude & dining ama that features glass globe lighting from Earth and Fire Studie Gallery in Morth Conway
and hammered copper fixtures fram High Beams Lighting in Vermont that echo the wallpaper's leafy motif.

Esght- Washing dishes can be a lod biss tedious when Macint Was hirgioe's snow-capped peaks keep you company.
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The simple directive yet complex task for innerior
desigrer Elizabeth R, Swartz from ERS Design LLC was
“b brimvg the cubdoary in”

Thee sauns features real fern leaves embedded in handssde wallpapes; o
teak bench and ceiling: and Jerutaler gald stona flears and walls in ths
rainfall shower
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with custam-made rugs as well. The custam-designed light foitune
above the pool table is accented with dried red-raphe beaves, and
the wall scomces in the hallways glow with fem leaves appliad @
the mica. Everywhere you tum, there i a reminder af nature in its
mast beawtiful form.”

Lats of windows also helped Swartz achieve the home-
owner's goal.

“Lighting was a key element in the success of the interior de-
sigr as well, and we allowed for as much light as we could bring in,
using window treaatments for light contral and privacy only whare
needed” Swarnz says.

The color palette of soft browns and varying blue-groen shades
echoas the natural thems, as do the chemry wood floors and
fir trim

Just as Swartz took what nature gave her, the landscape ar-

chitect followed suit. “Capttalize on the site,” Wacker says. “That's
ahways been a guiding principle for me. Leq the sive pell you what
to do and try not ta impode, | knew that John Tankard shared my
feelings, because I'd done a shi house with him up the rosd, and
tried to impress upon the cwner that | didr't want to wark on her
praperty and have it feel as if the structures had been dropped in
by & helicopter.

“It takes a lot of hand work to make a project like this feel natural;”
b saays, “Too much architeciere and 1o much landscaping can be
imposing on the land, so we worked hard to give it that natural
repose you get up heng in and around Jacksan”

AMEMPHASIS ON COMFORT
Reposesawondusad bybothaderandTankard todescribethathnae
huildingsthat nestleinto the hilside."We deliberately positioned the

The faryer of the main

L hause is & shawsase of

euigtam design, fram tha
lighting te the embossad
wallpaper, and from the
pustom-made carped te
tha millwark of the stair
ralling and batusters.

structures 10 ke set inte the sloping ground in such a way that they
fit Into thee ground rather than appear as if they are trying to rise aut
ofthe ground,” Tarkard says, “We alsa sited them sowhat wauld look
like @ one-story house from the entry side would by default have
a two-story elevation on the downhill side, conscisusly rying to
being the height of the building down by making the lower floors
fit under the roof o

"0 thireg | try to instill in rmy progects B the idea that comfort
b5 51l an important element in residential design” he continues.
“So many newer bomes don't feel like they 1l be very comforiable.
Theey might ke dramatic, but the level of repose, which | cordider
to be important, might be missing.”

In addition to that wne of repose, you get those world-class
viesws in and amound lackson that the homeowner desired above
all else,
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Lighting is esguisite ia the surmcom |abowe!, on the grounds of the main

Fouse [right) asd a1 the welieming entrymay ifacing page, bottom).

TAKING INTHE VIEW

“when | bought the land, it was completely forested with no view:
the homeowner says. *| did hawe a chance to see the view from a
nelghboring property, but | still didn't realize what | rright hae here”

The view she enjoys ioday exists in pan because ten af
the twenty acres she purchased are cdassified as 8 conservation
Faement,

“That means you can't bulld on it, but you can use it” Wadker
535, 50 we rermoved trees from a few acres and openad the space
to create 3 meadow that gives her a better view of the moun-
taing. She now has a 180-degree swing to get views of Maurt
Washington, Black Mauntain and a kot of the valleys

7o NEW HAMPSMIREE MOME | SEPTEMBERIOCTOEER 2011

“It's batter than | thought it would be” the homeownar says.

"One of ry favarite things to do at night Is to sit on the csuch in
the corner of the sunmoam with all the lights cut and wanch as
starms rall aross the valley. | can see them coming all the way
acrass fredm Mount Washington”

She enjoys the grandeur of that view from a home thar,

according to Swartz, deliberately avoids going too far,
“Sometimes | think 2 home can be too grand, Swarte says, ‘but
this homa ism'L Ir's ca qually elegant and comfortable, You can put

your feat up and relax, The entine progerty is warm and beautiful,

but the grandeur is in the view. That is just what this hormaswner

arvidaned” ==
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“Une of my favarite things
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couch in the corner of the
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o with all the lights
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